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Finished Size:  9" x 9"

Introduction
Color coordinated stash prints combine with festive polka dots to create this easy paper pieced hot pad perfect for 
holiday entertaining. Simple quilting lines add boughs to the tree and stars in the sky. A faux binding sprinkles a 
dash of finishing color. 
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mini-quilt art for your holiday table

A Pink Chalk Studio Pattern by Kathy Mack

© 2011 Kathy Mack. Finished items made from this pattern may be produced for commercial sale if sewn by the individual purchasing the 
pattern. If selling online, please reference Pink Chalk Studio as the pattern source. Thank you and Happy Sewing!
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Materials and Cutting Instructions
                                                                          
12 to 15 fabric scraps of color coordinated prints for tree (approximately 3" x 5" each)
3 fabric scraps of brown prints for tree trunk (approximately 2" x 3" each)
1 FQ (18” x 22”) polka dot print for background
1/8 yard fabric for faux binding
10" x 10" square of fabric for backing
10" x 10" square of quilt batting
Decorative quilting thread
Glue stick

Construction
General Guidelines for Paper Piecing

The paper foundation pattern is marked with letters and numbers indicating the order of piecing. 

The marked side of the pattern is the stitching side. The fabric is always placed on the opposite, unmarked side of 
the paper. 

The printed side is a mirror image of the design.

Use a short stitch length for paper pieced seam to make tearing away the paper easier. I normally sew with a 2.3mm 
stitch length and use a 1.5mm stitch length when paper piecing.

Trim the block components to size after the paper is torn away in the final step. The tearing process will cause 
distortion of bias seams.

More is better when paper piecing. Use larger pieces than you think you'll need. Avoid the frustration of flipping 
back a piece of fabric only to discover it doesn't cover the area. When cutting it close with a small scrap do a pin test. 
Simulate the sewn seam by placing a pin directly on the stitching line and flipping back the fabric to confirm it will 
cover the design.

1  Free Piece Tree and Trunk

Sew three color coordinated fabric scraps together to create bottom row of tree. Completed pieced strip should 
measure at least 8" in length. Repeat to create five additional strips.

Trim long edges of strips even. To add visual interest, vary heights of each strip from 1" to 2". Sew strips together to 
form a patchwork component large enough to cover shape of tree pattern including a seam allowance.

Sew three brown fabric scraps together to create trunk of tree.  Trim completed strip to measure 2 1/2" tall x 4" 
wide.

Conventions
Use a 1/4" seam allowance unless otherwise noted. Cutting instructions include the seam allowance.
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2  Paper Pieced Tree

The paper foundation pattern is marked with letters and numbers to guide the order of piecing. Marked side of 
pattern is the stitching side. Fabric is always placed on the opposite, unmarked side.

Begin by placing free pieced patchwork tree component right side up on unmarked side of pattern. Hold to the light 
to ensure all edges of fabric extend beyond tree outline by at least 1/2". Use a glue stick to keep component in place.

Cut a 10" strip from background fabric fat quarter. Cut strip in half to form two rectangles measuring approximately 
10" x 11" each. Rectangles will cover sections A2 and A3.

With wrong side of pattern facing up, place one rectangle over the A2 section ensuring it extends well beyond edges 
of pattern. Carefully flip fabric over so right side is facing right side of pieced patchwork tree component. Pin in 
place away from stitching line.

Turn pattern over, printed side up. Using a smaller stitch length, stitch on line between A1 and A2, beginning and 
ending several stitches beyond line. Turn back over. Flip A2 right side up and double check it covers the pattern. 
Trim seam allowance. Flip right side up and press with a dry iron.

Repeat for remaining side A3.

3  Paper Pieced Trunk

Cut a 2 ½" strip from the fat quarter. Cut strip to create two 4" strips, reserve remaining 12" strip for section C. 
Stitch a 4" strip to either end of pieced patchwork tree trunk. Press seam allowances open. This is section B.

Position section B on wrong side of foundation pattern. Center trunk over B1, flip fabric over so right side of section 
B is facing right side of section A. Turn pattern over and stitch on printed side. Trim seam allowance. Flip right side 
up and press with a dry iron.

Position remaining 12" strip on wrong side of foundation pattern. Center trunk over C1, flip fabric over so right 
side of section C is facing right side of section B. Turn pattern over and stitch on printed side. Trim seam allowance. 
Flip right side up and press with a dry iron.
 
Carefully remove paper from block. Press block with hot steam iron and allow to cool in place. Move block to 
cutting mat and square to 8 ½" x 8 ½". If it's smaller or larger that's OK too. Be careful to retain at least ½" above 
point of tree. 

4  Faux Binding

Cut one 1 ¼" x width of fabric strip from faux binding fabric. Cut strip into 4 equal lengths.

Place batting on work surface. Center block right side up on batting. Batting will extend beyond edge of block.

Sew first binding strip to one edge of block, right sides together using a ¼" seam allowance. Use a rotary cutter and 
ruler to trim batting 3/8" from stitching line. Flip right side up and press faux binding toward edge of block. Repeat 
for  remaining binding strips, trimming batting and pressing binding after each addition. Trim all binding ends even 
with block.
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5  Backing

Place backing fabric right side up on work surface. Center block right side down. Pin to backing. Stitch around 
outside using edge of batting as a seam guide. Stitches will rest slightly to the right and not on the batting. Leave a 
4" opening for turning.

Trim corners. Turn hot pad right side out through opening. Use turning tool to push out corners. Press. Slip stitch 
opening closed. 

6  Finishing

Stitch in the ditch of faux binding seam to secure outside edge.

Quilting ideas: zig zag back and forth across tree to create boughs. Stitch vertically to form bark on tree trunk. Add 
grass to bottom section. Stitch clouds and stars into the sky.
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A Note on the Paper Piecing Pattern: Turn off scaling when printing the pattern. Pattern measures 8.5" x 
8.5". When printing on a regular printer the lines on the side edges will not print completely to the edge. This will 
not effect the construction. Assume the edge of the pattern is the edge of the paper. Draw the lines in or assume they 
go to the edge of the paper when stitching the trunk (B) and bottom (C). 
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